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Brandi Woodell 
Assistant Professor 

College of Arts & Letters 
Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice 

SOC 343: Sexualities in Society 
 
Summary of Changes Made to the Course: 
I applied to the Culturally Competent Development Program to infuse my Sexualities in Society 
course with materials designed to promote allyship, anti-racism, and social justice-oriented 

multicultural perspective of LGBTQ issues, including how various social locations are 
simultaneously impacting the lives of marginalized communities. By having this intersectional 
focus within the course, I will now guide students to have a better understanding of how 
inequality in its multitude of forms is perpetuated throughout our social institutions. In addition, I 
will provide students with the opportunity to critically engage with social policies by evaluating 
both their intended and unintended consequences. In short, I believe these changes have 
enhanced my course and will allow me to demonstrate ways for us (both myself and my 
students) to engage critically and meaningfully in social justice and anti-racist dialogue.  
 
I have made changes to 
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opportunity to relate a piece of popular media to one of the readings discussed after the first 
exam. Most of these readings directly discuss race so they will be guided to make those 
connections themselves with a new media source.  
 
Presentations: Students will be required to present information on a topic of their choice in the 
last two weeks of the semester. While I will leave the overall topic up to them, I will require that 
they take an intersectional approach to the research they present. For example, students will no 
longer be allowed to only discuss sexual minorities in the workplace without also discussing how 
these experiences differ by factors such as race, nationality, gender, etc. This change will still 
provide students with the opportunity to learn more about a topic of their choice but will 
encourage/require that they not take a monolithic approach to their research.  
 
Added Readings: 
I have added a total of 15 new readings, listed below in the order they will appear in the syllabus. 
These readings demonstrate a shift in my course to incorporate work by and about sexual 
minorities of color.  
 
Beginning of the semester (first week), introduces students to issues we will talk about in the 
course (intersectionality, location, race, gender, etc) with news articles written in/about Virginia. 
The latter specifically discusses a Black LGBT community in Roanoke, including their 
experiences of discrimination but also their resilience.  

• Lichtenstein, Isabelle. 2020. “Roanoke is Full of Queer Women—But Also A Deep 
History of Erasure.” GOMAG. http://gomag.com/article/roanoke-is-full-of-queer-
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reading I have added (below) discusses queer people’s greater likelihood of interracial dating as 
well as draws some comparisons across race while discussing the issue of how our sexual 
identity categories rely on gender identities (which is now the focus of this lecture).  

• Pfeffer, Carla A. 2014. “I Don’t Like Passing as a Straight Woman.” ><#"&,$')?.0"'$+).-)
@.,&.+.(8 120(1):1-44.  

 
I have expanded the race topics day to be a whole week of class. One day will be spent on 
understanding racism within LGBTQ communities and homophobia within communities of 
color. The next class period will be spend exploring the ways that sexual minority women of 
color expression their gender. This day is important as it shows students how gender 
presentations differ for many reasons, including sexuality, race, and location. Students will be 
able to pick one of the two articles from that day to read.  

• Han, Chong-suk. 2007. “T
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https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/black-lgbt-adults-in-the-us/ 
• Bauer, Sydney. 2020. “Pandemic puts added strain on LGBTQ mental health.” 

https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/pandemic-puts-added-strain-lgbtq-mental-
health-n1248266 

• S



SOC 343: Sexualities in Society 
Fall 2021 

Mondays & Wednesdays 3:00-4:15pm, BAL 2060 

Professor: Dr. Brandi Woodell                              Office Hours: MWF 2-3pm and by appointment 
E-mail: bwoodell@odu.edu         Office Location: 6036 Batten Arts & Letters (BAL) 
 
Course Description: 
This course offers an introduction to the sociological study of sexualities. This course focuses on the 
ways in which sexu
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Chosen Name  
Old Dominion University recognizes that members of the ODU community may use names other 
than their legal names to identify themselves. Student information can be linked to both legal and 
chosen names for the purpose of Old Dominion University records. This includes ID cards, email 
display names, Blackboard names, and others found here 
https://www.odu.edu/academics/academic-records/preferred-name#tab204=5.  
 
Gender-Neutral Restrooms 
Visit the campus map (https://www.odu.edu/about/visitors/campus-map) and click “Gender 
Neutral Restroom” on the map legend to see all locations of gender neutral restrooms on campus.  
 
Email Etiquette 
Electronic communication with your professors, instructors, and other ODU personnel constitute 
formal, rather than conversational, correspondence – similar to business-style email correspondence. 
As such, your email should be structured professionally. When emailing please identify the course 
name and end the correspondence by signing your name. I have provided information about how to 
send an appropriate email to your professors under the resources tab on Blackboard. I generally 
respond to emails between 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Monday-
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September 1: Defining Concepts: Semester Roadmap *new readings 
• Lichtenstein, Isabelle. 2020. “Roanoke is Full
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November 3: Sexual Minority Families *new reading 
• Brainer, Amy, Mignon R. Moore, and Pallavi Banerjee. 2020. “Race and Ethnicity in the 

Lives of LGBTQ Parents and Their Children: Perspectives from and Beyond North 
America.” Excerpt From: Abbie E. Goldberg and Katherine R. Allen (editors) “LGBTQ-
Parent Families.”  

Talking Points 12 Due  
 
November 8: Health Disparities and Wellbeing *new readings 
What is Health and Wellbeing: 

• Choi, Soon Kyu, Bianca D.M. Wilson, and Christy Mallory. 2021. “Black LGBT Adults in 
the US: LGBT well-being at the intersection of race.” 
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/black-lgbt-adults-in-the-us/ 

COVID-19: 
• Bauer, Sydney. 2020. “Pandemic puts added strain on LGBTQ mental health.” 

https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/pandemic-puts-added-strain-lgbtq-mental-
health-n1248266 

• Sears, Brad, Keith J. Conron, and Andrew R. Flores. 2021. “The Impact of the Fall 2020 
COVID-19 Surge on LGBT Adults in the U.S.” 
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/covid-surge-lgbt/ 

Talking Points 13 Due  
 
November 10: Social Determinants of Health (pick one from the list) *new readings 
Family 
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November 24: Thanksgiving Break (No Class)  
 

Student Presentations 
 
November 29: Presentations 
 
December 1: Presentations 
 
December 6: Presentations 
 
December 8: Presentations, Exam Review, and Course Reflection 
 

Friday, December 17: Exam 2 due on Blackboard by 6:45pm 
 
 


