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Longtime Assistant Dean Reflects on 41 Years at ODU

After over four decades of service, Debbie Bauman, assistant dean of the College of Health Sciences,
is preparing to bid farewell to Old Dominion University (ODU) with her retirement on June 9.

Bauman's connection to ODU began in 1976 when she began her undergraduate studies in the dental
hygiene program. Following her four years as an undergraduate, she spent an additional two years as
a teaching assistant in the master's degree program before beginning her distinguished career at ODU.
Bauman dedicated 26 years to molding the minds of students as a faculty member, three years as the
chair of the School of Dental Hygiene, and a further 15 years as the assistant dean.

Recalling the early days, Bauman reminisced about the university's transformation. "When I toured



ODU, Kaufman Mall didn't have any trees," she said, striking a visual of the remarkable growth and
progress that ODU has witnessed during her tenure.

Click here to read the full story.

NIH R15 Grant Proposal Incubator Program

The ODU College of Health Science's research is growing at a rapid pace, which necessitates the
adoption of new programs to support our faculty. One such program that was recently launched by
Associate Dean for Research & Innovation, Chris Rhea, PhD, is the NIH R15 Grant Proposal Incubator
Program.

The NIH R15 mechanism can provide up to $300,000 in funding to support a research project for three
years. While this funding mechanism is competitive, its funding rate is typically higher than other NIH
opportunities, such as the R01. Moreover, the R15 mechanism is only available to faculty who work at
institutions that have less than $6 million in NIH funding per year in four of the last seven years. This
means health sciences faculty won’t need to compete with faculty at places like Harvard or Stanford
for these funds, helping level the playing field relative to larger institutions that have much greater
resources to support research.

The NIH R15 Grant Proposal Incubator Program in the ODU College of Health Sciences is enrolling
faculty who are interested in developing a grant idea and submitting their proposal in one of the next
three R15 deadlines (October 2023, February 2024, or June 2024). This program will include
wraparound support from the Associate Dean for Research & Innovation, the ODU Office of Research,
the ODU Research Foundation, and external reviewers. Thus far, 14 health sciences faculty have
expressed interest in the program. Initial one-on-one interest meetings with the Associate Dean for
Research & Innovation are underway and an announcement of first cohort for this program will
happen in June. 

National Academies of Practice Inducts Bonnie Van Lunen, PhD, Dean of
the ODU College of Health Sciences

The National Academies of Practice (NAP) elected Bonnie Van Lunen, PhD, Dean of the ODU College
of Health Sciences, as a Distinguished Fellow in the Athletic Training Academy. Class of 2023 Fellows
were welcomed into the National Academies of Practice during the awards and induction ceremony in
Washington DC on April 1, 2023.

Founded in 1981, the National Academies of Practice advances interprofessional education,
scholarship, research, practice and public policy. The academies within the National Academies of
Practice include: Allopathic and Osteopathic Medicine, Athletic Training, Audiology, Dentistry,
Nursing, Occupational Therapy, Optometry, Pharmacy, Physical Therapy, Podiatric Medicine,
Psychology, Respiratory Care, Social Work, Speech-Language Pathology and Veterinary Medicine. 

Fellowship in the National Academies of Practice is an honor extended to those who have excelled in
their profession and are dedicated to furthering interprofessional practice, scholarship and policy in
support of interprofessional care.

ODU Undergraduate Student Amy Vinarao Receives National Research
Award
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