gas, Its solutions, and materials that release
formaldehyde. The permissible exposure limits
(PELSs) for formaldehyde in the workplace
covered by the standard are 0.75 parts
formaldehyde per milli

measur n 8-

the form of a short-term exposure limit (STEL)
of 2 ppm that is the maximum exposure allowed
during a 15-minute period. The action level—
which is the threshold for increased industrial
hygiene monitoring and initiation of employee
medical surveillance—is 0.5 ppm when
calculated as an 8-hour TWA. :

How can formaldehyde harm
workers?

Formaldehyde is a sensitizing agent that can
cause an immune system response upon initial
exposure. It is also a suspected human
carcinogen that is linked to nasal cancer and lung
cancer. Acute exposure is highly irritating to the
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above 0.1 ppm can cause irritation of the
respiratory tract. The severity of irritation
WOrsens as concentrations increase.

Some of the key provisions of the OSHA

= Identify all employees who may be exposed to
formaldehyde at or above the action level or
STEL through initial monitoring and determine
their exposure.




TWA and the STEL. If these controls cannot
reduce exposure to or below the PELs, you must
provide your employees with respirators.

= Label all mixtures or solutions composed of
greater than 0.1 percent formaldehyde and
materials capable of releasing formaldehyde into
the air at concentrations reaching or exceeding
0.1 ppm. For all materials capable of releasing
formaldehyde at levels above 0.5 ppm during
normal use, the label must contain the works
“potential cancer hazard.”

= Train all employees exposed to formaldehyde
concentrations of 0.1 ppm or greater at the time
of initial job assignment and whenever a new
exposure to formaldehyde is introduced into the
work area. Repeat training annually.

= Select, provide, and maintain appropriate
personal protective equipment. Ensure that
employees use this equipment such as
impervious clothing, gloves, aprons, and
chemical splash goggles to prevent skin and
eye contact with formaldehyde.

= Provide showers and eyewash stations if
splashing is likely.

= Provide medical surveillance for all employees
exposed to formaldehyde at concentrations at or
above the action level or exceeding the STEL,
“potentiayde into
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