
Dear Colleagues:
 
There is a lot going on related to data science at ODU these days.  My goal with this email is to inform you
about some of the data science ac3vi3es within the college.  This is not a complete list and the campus is
wrestling with longer term ques3ons, such as whether we should have a center or school or college of data
science.  Holly Handley, Provost’s Fellow for Ar3ficial Intelligence and Data Science, is studying the possibility
of crea3ng a center at ODU and the matching of our AI and DS degrees to military, government and industry
jobs.  In the college we have hired many outstanding data science faculty in Computer Science, Math, and
Sta3s3cs, as well as faculty across the college who use data science techniques in their research.
 
In the short term, I hope we can bring faculty together across departmental and college boundaries to
encourage new projects and collabora3on.  The new monthly Data Science Seminar Series began in July with
a talk from Ciprian Crainiceanu (Biosta3s3cs, Johns Hopkins) and then a talk by Ling Li (Informa3on
Technology & Decision Sciences, ODU) in October via zoom. The seminar series is being organized by
Yuesheng Xu (Dean’s Fellow for data science), Lucia Tabacu, and Guohui Song – it is meant for those
interested in learning broadly about data science as well as for the experts.  The plan is to have a wide variety
of speakers from inside and outside ODU.
 
We are also secng up a monthly Data Science Coffee Chat, via zoom this fall, to bring together researchers
and students interested in discussing data science and forming new collabora3ons. The tenta3ve plan is to
have these informal discussions Wednesdays at 1 pm in between the monthly seminars. 
 
We plan to send informa3on about the seminar series to all faculty, at least at first.  If you would like to be
included on a more targeted email list for those interested in data science, please contact Lucia
(ltabacu@odu.edu).  People on that list will be reminded about the Coffee Chats and will receive informa3on

mailto:ltabacu@odu.edu


Page 2 of 2

contact Yuesheng, Lesley, Rodger or me.
 
Best Regards,
Gail
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